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Hwy 371 & Tianna Drive
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(218) 547-1093
commchurchucc@gmail.com

www.uccwalker.com

PICTURE

In-person worship is on Sundays at 10:00am.

Contact Pastor Michael at 218-280-1401 or email mjsmall.ucc@gmail.com if you have 
questions or suggestions.

Our Mission
To offer a welcoming church home to all, where friendships grow, 
spiritual needs are met, community concerns are addressed and where 

“God is Still Speaking…” 

AUGUST 2025
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America Is…
Social media, news reports, newspapers, television, and radio, and 
conversations with one another constantly focus on the good (rarely), the bad 
(continually), and the ugly (“if it bleeds it reads”) of what is occurring in 
America and the world and who it is we are and who it is we are becoming. If 
one is only informed by the headlines, or casually listens, looks, and hears 
one could conclude that America and all of humanity consists of:

● leaders and people who pursue self-interests while ignoring deep 
problems faced by the U.S. and the world

● leadership and people who consistently ignore the common good for all the people
● a justice system who favors the powerful, those with wealth and privilege, and maintains a 

questionable status quo
● fraudulent practices of local and national leadership making the rich richer and the poor without
● streets and communities infected with violence
● neighbors and people who live in fear of one another
● immigrants who are illegal and taking advantage of the system and who are out to inflict harm 

upon us
● a world of “Us” versus “Them”
● and a nation and world who are on the downside facing a bleak future.

On the other hand, as people of faith, we proclaim and seek to live out a different narrative – one that 
proclaims that in the face, eyes, body, and presence of each person, in spite of ethnicity, religious 
beliefs, social status, economic status, sexual orientation, legal status, nationality – we are 
encountering and called be in relationship with all those who are made in the image of God – just like 
us. In the other we see a brother or sister, a mother or father, a neighbor, a stranger, one who may 
become friend, and one who is related to us – woven together by the vision and love of God who calls 
all – God’s beloved!

As people of faith, rather than being shrouded with fear, darkness, anxiety, and despair, we live out 
lives that are grounded in hope and possibility. We seek to follow the ways of Jesus Christ – building 
up relationships, standing with those who hurt, feeding those who are hungry, welcoming the alien, 
stranger, and immigrant – living our lives through the lens of love and possibility – not a lens of fear 
and suspicion. We seek to live justly, clothe ourselves with kindness, and walk humbly with one 
another and God.

Driving across the country with my sister I was incredibly surprised to discover a surprisingly different 
America. Without exception we discovered people who were kind, curious, generous, caring, 
hard-working. Even as we drove the roads of America, we saw no violence or angry outbursts – 
instead vehicles moving safely and with courtesy. At no time did we experience fear and suspicion. 
Each day as we drove, and night as we rested – we experienced joy, wonder, kindness and the 
willingness of others to reach out and help us when needed.

Also, driving the freeways of America (originally funded by the Department of Defense to move troops 
rapidly when needed) I was reminded of the dedication and genius of the American people who built 
these roads – allowing us to move quickly through the valleys and mountains, the plains and the hills of 
America.

FROM PASTOR MICHAEL

Recycled Cards
Cards for all occasions are

for sale in the Fellowship Hall.

1   “Another source” is a circumlocution for God. One significance of the absence of any mention of God in the Hebrew 
text is to emphasize that even though it appears that God is not present, God is still working behind the scenes. Priests 
for Equality. The Inclusive Bible (p. 1611). Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. Kindle Edition.

Continues on Page 3



August Church Council Meeting
Sunday, August 17    
Following Fellowship 

Virtually and In-Person
Join Zoom Meeting

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86736378740?pwd=XdEsLMWrzEWaVgJn9U35sHaQ8ojaed.1
Meeting ID: 867 3637 8740 - Passcode: 676424

GOOD WORKS RUMMAGE SALE
POSTPONED

COMMUNITY CHURCH CHOIR

The choir welcomes all singers and all voice ranges. This is your invitation to 
venture beyond the closet.

We will sing in the service on the SECOND SUNDAY of each month, beginning
August 9th. We will rehearse before the service each SECOND SUNDAY 8:45-9:30.

We will have a one hour rehearsal the week before. Details of this rehearsal will be 
forthcoming SOON.
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1 Other translations: “a still small voice” (KJV), “a soft murmering sound” (JPS), “a sound of sheer silence” (NRSV); 
literally “a sound, a thin silence.”

Driving from Minneapolis to Kelso Washington I daily witnessed the beauty and wonder of God’s 
creation. This is a beautiful, complex, extraordinary country – farmland, desert, valleys, clear waters, 
rivers, streams, hills and mountains. Out of this land sprouts growth, life, and life abundant. 
Communities large and small were always places of welcome and hospitality – and yes, we were the 
stranger. On our journey across America, I found an America and a people who instilled hope and 
possibility.

Yes – America and the world face enormous challenges. Yes, leadership and each of us are not always 
at our best. Yes, there is corruption, too often folks who are interested only in self. And yes, it could be 
easy to become disengaged, withdrawn, and become discouraged. Obviously there is enormous pain 
in this world. But, in reality, I think there is far more good, possibility, promise in this nation and 
throughout the world.

May we move through our anger and despair to a place of new possibilities. Moving into a new order 
can feel scary and chaotic. As we move forward may it be with love – love for all, love of creation still 
happening, love of the Creator, love of self, and love of neighbor. May it be so!

In the ways of Christ, Pastor Michael

Continued from Page 2

Faith Formation – Book Conversations (Mondays and Tuesdays)
5:30 pm meal, conversation 6-7 pm.

Beginning Monday May 6th you are invited to participate in a light meal and conversations around faith that will be 
generated by a book and resources. Suggested  books for conversation starters are listed in the Newsletter. Monday 
5/5 – Conversation to choose book. The gatherings will continue Tuesday 5/ 13, Monday 5/19, Tuesday  5/27. Bring 
other suggestions to Monday May 5.

Unlock the hidden depths of John’s Gospel.
The DVD features Amy-Jill Levine teaching The Gospel of John in six 
engaging video sessions. Use it with the book and leader guide for a six-week 
Bible study. All sessions are closed captioned.

The Gospel of John DVD contains six video sessions:
1. The Wedding at Cana (11:34)
2. Nicodemus and the Samaritan Woman at the Well (11:43)
3. The Healing of the Man at the Pool (11:31)
4. The Man Born Blind (11:53)
5. Foot Washing (12:14)
6. Mary Magdalene and Doubting Thomas (12:17)

John’s Gospel offers readers a new language—of being born anew, of living 
water, of wind and spirit, of the “I am”—that enhances how we understand the 
divine, how we experience the world, and how we participate in the mystery 
of faith.

With her characteristic wit and charm, Amy-Jill Levine introduces readers to the world of the Gospel of John by 
unpacking the stories in their original context, along with examining how the text is read today. This book considers 
the Gospel of John in its entirety, moving through the Gospel and exploring the prologue, the wedding at Cana, the 
Samaritan woman at the well and the woman caught in adultery, the healing of the man at the pool and the man born 
blind, foot washing, Mary Magdalene and Doubting Thomas, and the Lamb of God.

Abundant Lives | A Progressive Christian Ethic of Flourishing 
(Udis-Kessler)

Praise for Abundant Lives
"One of the best introductions to progressive Christian living I have ever seen."
—Brian D. McLaren, author of Do I Stay Christian?

"A dazzling yet practical life ethic... This slim volume punches way above its weight."
—Marvin M. Ellison, author of Making Love Just

"A must-read for anyone who senses that there might be more to life than partisan 
divisiveness, ideological separations, and cultural fragmentations."
—Dwight J. Friesen, author of 2020s Foresight

Continues on Page 4

Upcoming Themes and Texts for Sunday Worship

August 1, 7tUp the Mantle | 1 Kings 1-2, 6-14

Faith Conversations
Mondays at 6:00 pm
Light Meal at 5:30 pm
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86300205336?pwd=b
Ko75mJWnSbbFeF7gtDdPspwi7tCxc.1

Meeting ID: 863 0020 5336 - Passcode: 455643

August 11 – Chapter 9 “Ezekiel: Redemption & The Grace of God”
August 18 – Chapter 10: “It All Comes Down to Love”

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86736378740?pwd=XdEsLMWrzEWaVgJn9U35sHaQ8ojaed.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86300205336?pwd=bKo75mJWnSbbFeF7gtDdPspwi7tCxc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86300205336?pwd=bKo75mJWnSbbFeF7gtDdPspwi7tCxc.1


Special Announcement from the Moderator of MN Conference UCC

Dear Minnesota Conference UCC,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce to you Rev. Dr. Tanya Sadagopan as our 
Conference Minister candidate. Please review the following documents to learn more 
about Rev. Dr. Sadagopan and the selection process:

● Summary of Rev. Dr. Sadagopan's experience
● Review of selection process

The Search Committee made its recommendation to the Board 
of Directors and we are overjoyed to bring this nomination to a 
special meeting of the Conference on Tuesday, August 12. This 
hybrid event (onsite and online) will be held at Robbinsdale 
Parkway United Church of Christ beginning with a light lunch at 
noon followed by worship and business meeting at 1:00 pm.

During this time of transition, the search process has allowed us to tap into our deep 
sense of love, pride, commitment, and call that is felt and expressed throughout the 
many ministries of our conference. We are glad to be at this moment and encourage 
you to join us for this special meeting!

Please mark this date and register below.  

Register for Event
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/g36cg3b?mode=preview&source_id=ef9aae0f-03b7

-493c-911e-e5d6d408d124&source_type=em&c=

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me.

With hope,

Rev. Sara E. Morse, Moderator

CCOWUCC Council
Church Council Minutes (DRAFT) June 22, 2025

Present: Linda Barber, Bonnie Bailey, Doris Johnson, Christ Kolp, Ryan Pels, Joann Pels, 
Deb Farrell, Marge Koch, Pastor Michael, Bev Jorland. Esther Covert

Meeting called to order at 11:44,

Opening Prayer: Pastor Michael

Motion by Jo, second by Linda to approve 5/18/25 minutes.

Motion by Deb, seconded by Linda to designate 5th Sunday offering to Helping Paws, an 
organization that trains helping animals, and was a wish of Melissa Hortman

-annual meeting will be downstairs, with a sandwich bar preceding

Old Business

1)       Trustees will make a decision on roof repair or replacement, and Ryan will call Mark Olson 
for advice/ estimate

2)       Dishwasher replacement discussed, no decision

3)       Bell tower -agreed it is not a high priority

4)       Audit will probably take a day or 2, starting August 7

·       Pastor Michael will do the Stewardship Letter

·       Voted on nominating committee by private ballot, with 10 yes votes

·       Motion by Marge, second by Chris to accept oral reports

New Business

Pastor Michael reported that the Wells church has asked for use of this church every other 
Monday night, and may want some Saturdays, also. Some discussion that our members need 
priorities on Saturdays in case of need, and Ryan stated that they need to be sure to clean up after 
any Saturday use. Pastor wants a trustee to join him when he meets with Wells church 
representatives  Ryan will do so.

Next meeting will be 7/13/25

Adjourned at 12:45 after motion by Deb, second by Linda to adjourn.
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Prayer Chain
Are you aware that there is an active Prayer Chain at Community Church of 
Walker UCC. It is done primarily via email, though one may choose to be 
called.

Here is how the Prayer Chain works. If you want a “Prayer Chain” sent out 
please call or write to Pastor Michael, (218-280-1401 or 
mjsmall.ucc@gmail.com) If the prayers are for an individual or family, before 
passing information onto Pastor Michael, verify with the individual or family 
that we have their permission to share the prayer concern. When information 
is sent to Pastor, it will be sent out on email, and those wishing to be called 
will be called.

If you would like to be a member of the Prayer Chain, please call/write Pastor 
Michael or leave a message on the church phone, 218-547-1093.

Soup and Conversation Wednesday nights
(January 29 – May 19)

6:00 p.m. Soup – 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Conversation
Everyday Awakening: Five Practices for Living Fully, Feeling Deeply, and Coming 
into Your Heart and Soul By Catherine Duncan (Author)

In a fast-paced, turbulent world, it’s often hard to feel vibrantly alive. Constantly 
living from our minds has led to overwhelming feelings of stress, anxiety, and 
depression—often manifesting as chronic health conditions.

We’re yearning for more peace, love, meaning, and embodied aliveness. We’re 
yearning for awakening.

Awakening is often portrayed as mysterious, complicated, and dramatic or 
something that requires traveling to a distant country and sitting at the feet of an 
enlightened guru. But it’s actually something we can choose to do, by engaging 
five simple and profound practices:

● January 29 – The Second Practice: Connect with Something Greater
● May 5 – The Third Practice: Grow Your Trust
● May 12 – The Fourth Practice: Embody Love
● May 19 – The Fifth Practice: Hold Openness

Continues on Page 5

Jerry Bixby
March 16, 1936 ~ January 21, 2025

Celebration of Life Service
May 17, 2025 – 11:00 a.m.

Community Church of Walker UCC

Sheila Hunter and Michael Small Swap Pulpits

Sunday, August 10 there will be a change of venue. Sheila is currently providing pulpit 
supply for Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Outing MN (Where Pastor Michael served as 
Interim). Our Savior’s has asked if there could be a swap of pastors for one Sunday – so it 
is that Michael and Sheila will swap pulpits reminding us that we are united in Christ and 
called to serve as one.

https://xj4cltcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C_2fE4ZtLtn3qCifexhsU9D07EdbJUNmWBCQ3XcfBlF_9XnB19QX00ySSVW_l8ERIL2BSBqvPw5sJuWsWGSCdAFOsPd_VZQtK00jBR7flAHykPWq543n0Vu6iQnibbHcD9Its6xUdH-gXwaa9ZXkBpPJLv4e7wLDSbB8SU7SW3Fs1_l_OsiKGS3XYQKSHLubcjOlQXWjNZ-u_SQMbrCNh5JwOAo-dnq2kNJ2bs4E2WDkOKCTeWeurqt61Jqa3jDm&c=DcTpuqSByx4HmYEw-ZD3XPd5DlukCLRc16D3tiWzd-lnzLbPg3jy9g==&ch=xshLWPnsUBglXrauj_PMNZPA2TWnvIZswMHPzJPe43GHL044BoHNhA==
https://xj4cltcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C_2fE4ZtLtn3qCifexhsU9D07EdbJUNmWBCQ3XcfBlF_9XnB19QX00ySSVW_l8ERoRfMfSqVaEdxf8Q2KfB-_IrSr-Vf13YIAmlHzsf9T3-owFi9YpcY1LMvyBkatiEcsxuGOuUu7MYh9-ore_AYgKhwX-97mUUCG8ntYpMIaSdw3Y3gioFx_riIUBzS7d8kiC7KO_xgmla6tpx78wfywfrLrm9LdpkDcvOMpXkcSe6Kq6cOq1W81Kl-Wh6wAPcs&c=DcTpuqSByx4HmYEw-ZD3XPd5DlukCLRc16D3tiWzd-lnzLbPg3jy9g==&ch=xshLWPnsUBglXrauj_PMNZPA2TWnvIZswMHPzJPe43GHL044BoHNhA==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/g36cg3b?mode=preview&source_id=ef9aae0f-03b7-493c-911e-e5d6d408d124&source_type=em&c=


Good News Coffee House
Garrett Raddatz
Sunday August 23rd

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Complimentary beverages and treats. All Donations to Walker Area Food Shelf

Sponsored by the Music Board and Women’s Fellowship
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ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER CHANGES
We are updating the Church Directory. Please turn into the office any address or phone number changes 
so that we can make the new directory as accurate as we can. Email us at commchurchucc@arvig.net or 
leave a message at 218-547-1093. Thanks for your help!

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
This month’s meeting will take place on September 29th after worship 

in-person and over Zoom.

IT WON'T BE A PARTY WITHOUT YOU!!!!
(and this lady knows how to party!)

Save the afternoon of August 23rd… Sue G. is celebrating her 80th 
Birthday!

Live music from the "After Five" sensationals: Linda and Ken Barber - 
Kim and Tom Kusler. Songs from the 50's and 60's from 2-4 o'clock.

Lunch menu will be Sloppy Joe's, chips etc. Beverages include lemonade, 
ice tea, coffee, soft drinks...anything harder...bring your own!

Come as early as 1:00 PM and stay as late as 'whenever'. An RSVP 
would be appreciated to kloklo92@gmail.com.

Party is hosted by daughter Kristin, sisters - Shannon and Pam.

Sunday Worship
Please note that Sunday’s liturgy, texts, and the themes are developed by Worship Ways – a 
resource provided by the United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org. This makes possible 
relationship and unity in the UCC.

Date Text & Theme Music Liturgist and Greeter

August 3 Luke 12:13-21 Choir Joanna Aamodt

“Rich Toward God” Jo Pels

August 10 Luke 12:32-40 The EmBELLishments Chris Kolp

“Dressed for Action” Sheila Hunter Preaching Doris Johnson

August 17 Luke 12:49-56 Sabbastian Wilson-Webb Deb Farrell

“Cast Fire” Bev Jorland

August 24 Luke 13:10-17 Celebrate Bev Jorland

“On the Sabbath” Linda Barber

August 31 Luke 14:1, 7-14 Sue Grage Joanna Aamodt

“Places of Honor” Marge Koch

mailto:commchurchucc@arvig.net
mailto:kloklo92@gmail.com
http://www.ucc.org
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All Things Obey God

"He saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth. Job 
37:6"

God's works are very great, but still
His hands do not appear:

Though heaven and earth obey His will,
His voice we cannot hear.

And yet we know that it is He
Who moves and governs all,

Who stills the raging of the sea,
And makes the showers fall.

Alike in mercy He bestows
The sunshine and the rain;

That which is best for us He knows,
And we must not complain.

Whether He makes His winds to blow,
And gives His tempests birth,

Or sends His frost, or bids the snow,
"Be thou upon the earth."

Anonymous

Lord, Our God, Your Glorious  
Name

A Paraphrase of Psalm 8

Lord, our Lord, your glorious name
All your wondrous works proclaim;
In the heavens with radiant signs

Evermore your glory shines.

Infant voices chant your praise,
Telling of your glorious ways;

Weakest means work out your will,
mighty enemies to still.

Moon and stars in shining height
Nightly tell their Maker's might;
When I view the heavens afar,
Then I know how small we are.

Who are we that we should share
In your love and tender care,
Raised to an exalted height,

Crowned with honour in your sight.

With dominion crowned, we stand
O'er the creatures of your hand;

All to us subjection yield,
In the sea and air and field.

Anonymous

Sacred Poetry
Gazebo Concerts 2025

Live music every Sunday
throughout the summer

Rain or shine

7:00-8:00pm

Free-will offering

SCHEDULE

August 3 Acoust-o-fiddle (Jeff Menten & Paul Nye)

August 10 Momma Wags and Boomer (Larry Kimball)

August 17 “Figuring it Out” Abello Acoustics Band

August 24 After 5 Hooley-gans

August 31 Kristy and Starseed

mailto:commchurchucc@arvig.net
https://ref.ly/Job%2037.6;kjv1900?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Job%2037.6;kjv1900?t=biblia
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Celebration of Life for
Norma Knight

10/19/1930 – 08/31/2024
Saturday - September 14, 2024 - Visitation: 10:00 a.m.

Service: 11:00 a.m.

Lunch will follow the worship service

Live Streamed at www.uccwalker.com

Community Church Walker – United Church of Christ

4    Larry and Melanie Wolfe
6    Ken and Linda Barber
7    Merlin and Lois Taylor
9    Esther Covert and Bonnie Bailey
23  Earl and Ruth Niedermann

AnniƳersaries

AUGUST DATES TO CELEBRATE

August   3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

WORSHIP MINISTRY — AUGUST

GREETERS

ALTER & COMMUNION PREPARATION

???

MUSIC

Sabbastian Wilson-Webb

VIDEO

Aurora Diehl

AUDIO

Esther Covert CHOIR DIRECTOR

Joanna Aamodt

1 Doris Johnson
2    JoAnn Rand
4    Steve Bilben
5    Ken Barber
6    Casey Fisher
8    Aurora Diehl
12  Merlin Taylor
14  Esther Covert
15  Doris Splichal
      Sonja Huber

17  Larry Wolfe
18  Emilie Koch
22  Alison Koch
25  Sue Grage

Jo Pels
Doris Johnson
Bev Jorland
Linda Barber
Marge Koch

BirƗƥdays

Joanna Aamodt
Chris Kolp
Deb Farrell
Bev Jorland
Joanna Aamodt

LITURGISTS
Community Choir
The EmBELLishments
Sabbastian Wilson-Webb
Celebrate
Sue Grage

SPECIAL MUSIC

mailto:commchurchucc@arvig.net
http://www.uccwalker.com
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Jokes to Make Your Friends Groan With
What did Adam say when he was asked his 

favorite holiday? "It's Christmas, Eve."

The Women's Fellowship Report

The Women's Fellowship Team

● Friday – December 8th 2023 from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
A Christmas Concert presented by Figuring It Out – the Abello Family

● Think about Sunday, December 24th 2023. Typically, there would be Sunday 
worship at 10:00 am, and this would be followed by the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm The Church Council is asking members and 
friends to consider:

o The December 24th 10:00 a.m. worship would be replaced by 
a rebroadcast on the church website the Abello Family 
Christmas Concert,

o The time for the in-person and streamed live Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service would be moved from 7:00 pm to 5:00 
pm on the evening of December 24th

LookinƤ Ahead

Did You Know?
Our Church’s History

1981-1982

Rev. Johnson’s surg

THE GOOD NEWS!
is a monthly newsletter publication of the

Community Church of Walker United Church of Christ
Located at the corner of Hwy 371 & Tianna Drive

Walker, MN 56484
 

Mailing address:  P.O. Box 267
Walker, MN  56484

Phone:  (218) 547-1093 Email:  commchurchucc@gmail.com
Website: www.uccwalker.com

 
Pastor Michael Small

Mailing address: P.O. Box 38, Hackensack, MN 56452
Phone:  (218) 280-1401 Email: mjsmall.ucc@gmail.com

 
Secretary:  Sabbastian Wilson-Webb

Office Hours: 10:00am-2:00pm on Thursdays
Email: commchurchucc@gmail.com

Phone: 218-547-1093 (leave a message)
  

Church Moderator:  Bonnie Bailey
Vice-Moderator:  Vacant
Clerk:  Bev Jorland
Treasurer:  Deb Farrell
Financial Secretary:  Gay Jacobson
Historian:  Chris Kolp
Board of Trustees Chair:  Ryan Pels
Board of Benevolence Chair:  Doris Johnson
Board of Christian Education Chair:  Joanne Detwiler
Board of Memorials Chair:  Wendy Paul
Board of Music Chair:  Linda Barber
Board of Spiritual Life Chair:  Jo Pels
Women’s Fellowship Chair:  Gay Jacobson
Minister/Church Relations Board Members: 
Deb Farrell, Bev Jorland, Doris Johnson
Choir Director:  Joanna Aamodt
Custodian:  Ryan and Joanne Pels

 
Articles for the September 2025 edition of The Good News! newsletter

need to be emailed by 11:00 AM Friday, August 22nd, 2025

mailto:commchurchucc@gmail.com
mailto:mjsmall.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:commchurchucc@gmail.com
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THE GOOD NEWS!
Community Church of Walker United Church of Christ

Community Church of Walker
 United Church of Christ

 P.O. Box 267
 Walker, MN  56484
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